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1. Name of Plowrty 
historic name Rockwood 
other nameslsite number VDHR file no. 077-0045 

2. Location 
street & number 5189 Rockwood Drive NIA not for publication 
city or town Dublin X vicinity 
state Virginia code VA county Pulaski code 155 zipcode 24084 

3. StatelFederal Aaencv Certification 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 3 
nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
Natiinal Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In 
my opinion, the property ty meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be 
considered significant - nationally statewide locally. ( - See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying of6dallTitle Dat'e 

- a ,  ! Q 6 ,  p 1~s7,~ai.. ,tt ~ u g  c 6~ 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the propety - meets - does not meet the National Register criteria. ( - See continuation sheet for 
additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other offic~allTitle-- Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby cenlfy that this property IS: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

- entered in the National Register. 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined eligible for the National Register. 
- See continuation sheet. 

-determined not eligible for the National Register 
-removed from the National Register. 
- other (explain): 



Rockwood 
Name of Property 

Pulaski Co.. Va. 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of  Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

X private - building(s) 
- public-local -- district 
- public-State - site 
- public-Federal - structure 

- object 

Contributing Noncontributing 
11 4 buildings 
1 0 sites 
5 0 structures 
0 0 objects 
17 4 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing Number of  contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter "NIA if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Category Subcategory Categoty Subcategory 

DOMESTIC 
DOMESTIC 
AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURE 

single dwelling DOMESTIC 
secondaty structure DOMESTIC 
animal facility AGRICULTURE 
processing AGRICULTURE 
ag outbuilding AGRICULTURE 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

single dwelling 
secondaty structure 
animal facility 
processing 
outbuilding 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival 
Classical Revival 

foundation Brick 
walls Brick 

Concrete 
roof Metal 
other Iron 

Wood 
Glass 
Terra Cotta 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Rockwood 
Name of Property 

Pulaski Co., Va. 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
A~plicable National Reaister Criteria . . 
(Mark "xu in one or moreboxes for the criteria qualifying 
the property for National Register listing.) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a - 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
religious history. 

X B Property is associated with the lives of persons - 
significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of - 
a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant and 
within distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

- D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 
AGRICULTURE 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark " X  in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

- A  owned by a religious institution or used for 
purposes. 

- B removed from its original location. 
- C a birthplace or a grave. 
- D a cemetery. 
- E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
- F a commemorative property. 
- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 

the past fifty years. 

Period of Significance 

1874-1 955 

Significant Dates 

1874-75 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
Bell, Francis. Sr. 

Cultural Affiliation 

NIA - 

ArchitecVBuiMer 
[see continuation sheet) 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Maior Bibl iwra~hical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing 

(36 CFR 67) has been requested 
- previously listed in the National Register 
- previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

Primary location of additional data: 
X State Historic Preservation Office - 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- Other 
Name of repository: 

# 
recorded by Hlstoric American Engineering Record 

P 



Rockwood 
Name of Property 

Pulaski Co.. Va. 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of Property approximately 68 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 17 525860 4107420 3 17 526890 4107150 
2 17 526710 4107720 4 17 526220 4107000 

- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle J. Daniel Pezzoni 
organization Landmark Preservation Associates date Janualv 12.2005 
street & number 6 Houston St. telephone (540) 464-5315 
crty or town Lexinaton state a zip code 24450 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form 

Continuation Sheets 
Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Rockwood Holdinas LLC (contact: Frank 0. Drummond Ill) 
street 8 number 5189 Rockwood Dr. telephone (540) 674-1 328 
city or town Dublin state Viminia zip code 24084 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. 
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended 
(16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response 
including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct 
comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National 
Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork 
Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Description (continued) 

rnoldetl 1x)rtlcr. The fireplace has a Greek Revival mantel with narrow chamfered pilasten arid a 
plain frieze omaniented by a keyblock with a faceted face. The closet interiors have original shelves 
and original paint colors such as mustard baseboards and light gay walls. 

From the north side of the cenbal stair hall leads a narrow secondw stair hall tha~ connects to thic 
north enhy. 'l'his hall and the room off of it in the northwest comer of the house preserve &led 
arid stained woodwork. 171e doors and stair shing are grained brown and yellow in inlitatioli of oak 
grain, and the sunple tread brackets on the stair are stairled dark brow1 in imitation of wal~iut. The 
stair has rechrgdar balusters and a rounded handrail tha* descends in a graceful curve at the base to 
an octagurial pedestal (the treaiment is ui lieu of a newel). The northwest room has a mantel similar 
to that in the dmng room, stained walnut color, and walnut-stained door and window trini aid a 
beveled baseboard. The walnut-stained trim and oak-grained doors of the secondary stair lrall aid 
northwest room were formerly the treatment in the enhy hall and dining room, as shown in 
photographs from the 1940s. 'l'his scheme may not be original, however. In places where the oak 
graining l i a  wom away, as on the panels of the door to the northwest room, thcre appears to IK. 
earlier gaining or stainirig of a redder color. The 111oldinp that defule the panels nlay have bee11 
painted or stained brown, and a s i i a r  color may have been used on the door h. 

A door 011 the south side of the dining room fomierly led to a butler's panhy or storagc closct with 
shelves and mustardqolored baseboards. (This small room was removed in thc 2004 rehabilitation.) 
Another door leads through a short passage to the kitchen. The kitchen was remodeled several times 
over the course oS the twentieth centuy, but vestiges of early (probably nineteenth centuly) green and 
gray paint sumive. The modem sunrtmnl oB of the kitchen has a tile floor and plantcr box. Thc 
roorri that extends into the south bay window has a niantel Like tliat ui the dining rooni. 

Typical Seacures on the second floor include four-panel doors with porcelain and decorative metal 
knobs (but no hansoms), plain noor boards, and beveled baseboards. Mantels typically have peaked 
and hcvclcd friezes, beveled pilasters, and shapcd shclvcs. Somc rooms prcscrvc traces of early paint 
colors and (on at least one door) graining. The room in the south bay window, for exaniple, appears 
to have been painted a l&t yellow geen almost to the ceiling and then pearl g a y  on the c e h g  and 
as a border at the top of the walls (this coloration may have been created by former wallpaper and 
Imrder papers). Thcrc arc segmental archwavs with chamfered comers where short pcriplicd 
passageways open off of the r e n d  stair hall. The secondaty stair ascends to the untuntmished aaic. A 
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Description (continued) 

brick perimeter wall rises to about three feet, alxwe which are common lafters braced at thcir lower 
ends. 111 tlie center is the hght well at the top of the central stair hall. A six-over-six window provides 
light fro111 the well to thle attic, and a beaded batten door opens from h e  adic onto a narrour rvalkuray 
around the well. The walkway has a railing with rectangular balusters and a beveled a id  beadetl 
liantlrail. The gabled metal-framed skylight at thie top of the well is apparently a twentieth century 
replacenlent. Originally the lght well had opelable windows at the top that aided in ventilating the 
housc. 

The bmment approximately mirrors the plan of the fist floor. Plastered brick walls anti plaster-and- 
lalh ceiling are common. The rooms have either concrete or earth floors, and tlrey are entered 
tluougfi l~acled banen doors with] pottery or porcelain knobs a i d  ~ilolded surrounds. 'fhcrc NC 

several fireplaces without mantels but with stove flue holes above the fireplace ope~luigs. The stairs 
from tlre center stair hall descend into a rounded enclosure formed by vertical to~lgue-;ultl-gxx)ve 
boards. The enclosure rests on log joist?, part of a wood floor that once extended beyond, a i d  tlle 
inner surface (facing tile stairs) uras wallpapred withi newspaper and wlutewaslied. 

The basement room under the west bay window is traditionally identified a? tlie ccx)k's room. 'The 
lrini in tlis rtx)m fomlerly bad early gray paint (other him throughout tl1e tmernent was unpainted). 
.41x)ve the windows at tlre west end of the cook's roo111 are the ends of a nunllxlr of pipes Orat may 
have been associated with a pds lidit systenr or lieating system, l 'he northeast basenlent room was 
used fbr storing apples and has a brick-paved floor and evidence of  former wooden bins. Gralliti 
untten ui pencil appears throughout die basement but are especially numerous on the walls of t l e  
p a s s ~ c  tlrat leads to the west hascmcnt entry. Hcrc there is ciphering, dates (1891, 18117, 1!):36), 
scraps ol'dogerel ("Wlien thus you see renlen11)er nic . . ."), and sketches such as the iicad of an old 
man antl ltxlomotives with smokestack funnels antl cow-c;ltchers. W e r e  the c e i k  structure is 
visible it is seen to have circular-sawn .joists with o ~ n d  cross bridgng. Other basenrent features 
include a tin-bled wooden bat11 tub artl a cabinet with double-leal' twcmid-twtrpaiel doors ant1 
galliti tliat suges~$ it was used for storing bolts of cloth. 

Domestic Outbuildings and Yard Features 

The only apparently original outbuilding to survive near the house is a planked log smokehouse. 'Ilrc 
tall, square-plan smokehouse staids to the soutli of the southwest comer ofthe house, nearest to h e  
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kitchen entry than to other enhies. The logs are joined with half-dovetail notches, a i d  tllcy arc placeti 
tlircctly one on top of the other without chinkug or niortar. The asphalt-swed pymnidal rtmf has 
a wood linial spike. The foundation is made of concrete blocks with an unusually high ratio o f  
;ggcgatc. l 'he aggregate is comprised of sharp multi-hued pebbles, possibly sandstone. Tllc janil~ of 
t h e  single nodi-facing enhy is cut-nailed, although the batten door itself is wire-nailetl. Charring 
visible in places on the exterior, and more extensive on the interior, resulted when a hanl fell into the 
smoke fire and nearly burned the building tlown. The interior is spanned by two joists fronl wiicti 0s 
meat hung. Lower, at about seven feet ahove the present concrete floor, are thnensio~ral 1u1lil)cr 
lcdgcs that probably once supported poles or beams from which more meat was hung. On the north 
wall to the east side of the enhy are multiple ledges (heavily charred) that may once have supported 
shelves or other features. T o  the west of the smokehouse at the west edge of the yard is a clcpression 
that marks the site of a fonrier u~ldergound ice house. A stone foundation exists here uritler grade. 

Hehind the house to the west is the wage, a one-story f m e  building with wedierboard sitling, a 
metal-sheathed gable rwf,  and a cinder block foundation. The garage has two vehicle bays without 
doors, sheltered 11p a shed extension on pole supports. Inside are exposed sh~ds, a plastcrh~artl 
ceiling, and a concrete floor. Off the east side ofthe garage stands a ~nid-twentieth century g ~ s  puiiip 
manufactured by the Gibarco company but with a broken M o h i i  sign. 

There are two chicken houses, both one-story f i e  buildings under metal rook. One stmtls t o  the 
southwest of' the smokehouse. It has a conventional shed-roofed foml, vertical board siding, a id  two 
south-facing windows (now covered). The other stands to the north of the house. It ha a liont-gable 
r(x>f, bod-and-batten sidmg, and window openings covered with wire mesh. 'Illis chicken house 
retains interior features associated with its Ibniler usc such a brooder lxjxes a w l  a low placlbmi along 
tlie north wall constructed of tongue-and-groo\.e hoards. 

Roekwwd is surrounded on the south, anti west sides by a large yard ltx~sely tlelined the 
edges hy large maples, spruce, and other ornamental or shade trees. The front (east) yard has a lower 
terrace on tlie south side where the septic field is now located (whether this area lus always hat1 a 
tenace a5pect is unknown). Ilrerc arc Mlious clunips of yuccas, large boxwoods, ant1 other planhi&*. 
A gucicn was once located to the northwest of the house, reached by a flagstone walkway. The stones 
from this walkway have heen salvaged and may be relaid. An apple tree and an old grape vine are 
located in the relatively undefined area to the north oftlle house. 
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F m  Buildings and Structures 

The b~ulchlgs that conlprise Rockwood's large S u m  are located mostly to the west of thc house, a? 
sliow~ on the map that accompanies the nomination. Several resources are located apwl from the 
others, ant1 these are addressed rust. 

To the northeast of the house on Black Hollow Road is the original principal entrance to thc Imn. 
The entrance consists of two curved limestone ~ b b l e  wing walls, one on each side of h e  entrance. 
The walls terninate at limestone gate pillars that flank a cattle guard with concretework inscri1)ctl 
"Rockwood." Leaning gainst the east wing wall in a jagged row are several lag, irregular, Val)d;u. 
stones. 'these may be in their original c o n f i o n - p e r h a p s  they sewed as a sort of crude &ward mil- 
or they may be cap stones that once protected the tops of the wing walls. The lane that once 
conncrted the entrance to a point at the east edge of tlre Rockwood yard is enlrenchctl from li)nncr 
~raflic. 

T o  the southeast or the house is a twelevel frame lamb bam (used for sheltering orpliarletl lambs) 
with vertical board siding, a metal-sheathed rront-gable roof, and a cinder block foundation. 'The 
building 11% batten front doors, six-light windows (without panes), and a hatch in h e  west gable for 
loatling hay into the upper-level hay mow. Below the hatch is a large hnestone a a i  concrete hlock or 
pldorm. On the south side of the barn extends a small shed-roofed wing, probably a p u l p  housc, 
ant1 extending from it the concrete cap of a cistern. linder the cap is visible thc top ofthe beehive- 
form concrcte cistem. Lying on the ground ncar the cistcm is the remnants o f  a Cincinnati Pump Co. 
pump. The bani's lower-level interior is divided into stalls by fence-like board half-walls. Just south1 ol. 
the iamb LMm on an adjacent parcel (not part of the nominated ma) stands a short cinder hltxk silo 
without a roof. The silo was associakd with a large bam that burned in the 1970s. 

7 .  I o the southwest of the house, across a f m  Ixlc, stmds a combination corn cril~ anti wagon shcltcr. 
The one-story fmne building has a conventional, integral, fivepart foml with a center wagon drivc- 
duough flanked by narrow corn cribs which are in turn flanked by open-sided wagnn sheds. ?'he corn 
cribs are enclosed with wire-nailed circular-sawn slats that are widely spaced below and rnore closely 
spaced above. Above the drivc-through anti cribs is a s t o w  area with a hatch in the lion1 gihlc. Salt 
damage to the structure under this upper level suggest5 salt or some other corrosive subst;ulce was 
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Description (continued) 

once stored thcrc. Other fcatures include metal rool i i ,  batten doon on the front of t h e  corn cribs, 
sawn and log sup1n)rts under the side sheds, and poured concrete foundation piers. 

Behind the corn crib anti wagon shelter is a tictcriorated woodshed. Thc one-story building stands on  
dimension lunber posts a id  hnc a metal-sheathetl shed roof. It is open on three sides arid has vertical 
hoard sitfir~g on h e  west end. T l ~ e  woodshed may be tom down in the near future. A deteriorated 
nineteenth century barn formerly stood in front (west) of the corn  rib and wagon sheher. Hewn 
timlxrs ant1 drcssctl hmestonc fountiation stoncs from this barn, which was ton1 tlowm in carly 2004, 
are stockpiled around the fanil. To die north of the corn crib and wagon shelter and wcst of tllc 
garage is a small cinder block pump house with a metal-sheathed pblc roof, a hdtcn dtmr, and 
vcrtical hoard gables. 

In a swale to the south of the main farm complcx stands a small cindcr hlock spring iiousc with a 
metal-sheathieti shed roof and a concrete trougll inside. 'I'o the west of the spring housc, on a lann 
lane did lcads southward out ofthe nominated area, is a small gambrel-roofetl bull with a cindcr 
block lower level for stock and a slatted vertical board upper level containing a hay mow. Other 
fcatures inclutie metal roofing, a g;unl)reled access donncr on the n o d  sidc 01' thc hay   mow. 
unglazed window ope~ings in Ct~e lower level, X-braced slatted board doors, aid a s~nall stock loatling 
shed on the north end. This barn is similar to the calf barn described below. The lane hat  passes in 
front ofthe barn continues outside tile nominated area to a cluster of f m  resources on a r i c h  to thc 
southi. 'l'liese were once a part ofthe Rockwootl limn. 

'Ihc main firm complex comprises seven individual buildings and structures including the sprawling 
d e  barn, which has numerous connected wings and additions. The barn itsell' is a large twtrstoly 
building alig~etl north-south and built in three phaccs with thc oriljnal section at the soudl end and 
sequential additions to thc north end. The original section and additions stixc a conti~iuous metal- 
sheall~ed gambrel roolwith two slatted gabled ventilation cupolas, a s m d  weather vanc at th~c south 
end, and lightning arresters. The gunhrel ends are wedrerboarded. At the peak of the south end are 
large louvered doors and a projecting hay fork rail. At the north cnd is a hay honnet over tllc 
projecting hay fork rail and upper and lower batten doors. The sides of t h e  barn have cinclcr block 
and weatherboarded frdme walls with mclal-framed windows in the rust story. 

The first ston contains a continuous spacc where the cows were milked. Tllc cuidcr hlock walls arc 
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painted white and t l~c concrete floor is scored with runnels to aid the removal of  waste. l'hc floor 
slopcs from north to south for the same purpose, and it has a stepped cross sectiorl with a center 
dri\~cway llankcd by cow pladbnrrs, gutters or mangers, and outer walkways (at the hidiest Icvcl). Fl'hc 
ceihg of the north adrlltion is sheathed with rockboard whereas ll~e origixal souh end and tniddlc 
adclition have beadcd tongue-and-groove ceilings. A metal kick with a perforated rail extends down 
the center lure of the ceiling. Other features include steel pole supports, a ladder to the hay mow in 
tl~c nortinact comer, a wooden hopper in the northwest comer, and a concrete fountlation up to thc 
level of the window sills at the south end. The cavernous space of the hay mow contains two or inorc 
inclineti hay elevators suspended from the hay fork rail. The conveyor-belt-like steel elevators werc 
instdctl in the 1960s. 

An open-frontcd cinder block hyphen at the northeast comer of the original section of h c  bani 
comlects to the oriCjnal milk house, a one-stow building w i h  a concrete foundation ruld l d f  wall. 
wcatlrerbomled frame construction above, and a metalsheatlthed gable roof. The south wall has Ixen 
partially removed exposing an interior with painted beaded tongueand-groove wall and ceiling 
sheathing. Otl~er features include an intcrior brick flue, a single si-over-six window (othcr wintlow 
sash have been removed), and a small wooden ventilator on h e  ridg. Ofl'he east end of the original 
milk house starids a small concrete shwcture (probably a pump house) with a metal-st~cathed gablc 
rool: The structure is almost completely hidden by overgrown boxwoods. 

Across tlir front (south cnd) of the dahy bam is a n~ostly opcn frame dred tlrat cxtcr~tis at its cast ant1 
west ends. l11e east end attaches to the 1964 milking parlor, which appears to have heen built in two 
phascs, lx)th sections one-shy cinder h l t ~ k  buildings with metal-sheatheti ~ b l e  roofs. l'hc west 
section-the nullung parlor proper-has glazed block interior walls and a sunken concrete fltx)r. 'l71e 
cast section was used for milk storage and has inotlem T-1-1 l siding on its south sidc. A sign on its 
exterior reads W e  use a Dari-Kool Bulk Cooler." 

A shon cinder t)lock and frame wing on t h e  west sidc of the d a j .  barn attaches to two silos. The 
shorter of these is constructed of cinder blocks with steel reinforcing rings and turnbuckles on h e  
exterior. It is rtx)tless and has tires t i~ux  near its top (the silo is similar to Ole one tlcscribed abovc that 
stmds just outside the nonllllated area). Thc taller silo has a sn~ooth concrete surface hat  suggests it is 
of pourcd concrete construction. It was made tallcr with cinder block? and it has a conical mctal- 
sheathed rtmf with a metal f ~ a l  spike. The west extension ofthe frame shed on the front of the dairy 
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I)am proiects towards a detached cow shed with a metal-sheathed gable roof. The cow shred is open 
on the soudi end and east side and it has slatted vertical b a r d  siding on the west side. At iis north 
end are two silos, both of concrete construction with dornical metal roofs. lTS<;S maps uitlicatc h c  
cow shied was built between I965 a l d  1972. 

The casternmost building in the main farm coniplex is the strop, a one-stoly cinder block builhng 
with a metal-sheadred gable roof. The building was extended on the north end, as evidenced by a 
cinder block interior partition (the fornlerlp exterior north end of the original section) a id  a changc 
in rooCuig material to conugated nielai. The south sectioil has a tongue-and-groove door on a track 
a id  dle north addition has a cormgated metal-sheathed door on a track. Other features inclucie metal 
f i n e  windows, a1 interior cinder block flue, exposed consbuction materials on the interior, xiti a 
caged south end for the storage of tools and so forth. 

Near h e  stop stands the call' barn, a twcAevcl building with a metal-sheathed gambrel rtx)L The first 
level is cinder block and the upper hay nlow is frame with vertical b a r d  s i d q .  Otller features 
include a ~ m ~ b r e l e d  access dormer on tlic north side of t h e  hay mow, wood-fimcd twtrlighit 
windows, and a tongue-and-poove door on a track on the south side. A one-ston ciiltler block 
woodshop addition extends on the west end and a twdevel open-fro~lted frame lumber shed extends 
on the east end. I h e  woodshop has a metal-sheathed gable roof with fiberglass panel skywts. Across 
the front (south side) is a1 open-fronted shed addition with board-and-batieii ends. 

At tlre north end of the complex stands an own-fronted machinery shed of creosoted pole 
construction with a metal-sheathed shed roof and a cinder block half wall below sl-d vertical board 
siding. Near it, anti just beyond tllc north end of thie dairy banl, is the inill house, a twtrstoly franlc 
building built into a bank with a concrete basement story. The upper stories have a metal-slieatheti 
gable roof; slatted vertical board siding on h e  n o d l  side, added cormgated metal siding on the west 
and south sides, a ld  vertical slatted siding on the east end corresponding to a corn crib that rises the 
full two storics on the interior. The gaps I~tween thc sla~s are infiled with strips ofwtxxl, probably a1 
alteration intended to make the building 11iorc weatherproof. On the north side is a coircrete loading 
dock with a shed roof. The concrete h s c  niay contain a cistern. In the fust floor are a ladder stair, a 
wood hopper, and wooden hunks associated witlr the buildids mill function. The concrete 
foundation rises a full story on the south side where there are two garage bays with tongue-and-grimvc 
doors on track5. Inside the basement are wood and metal hoppers, an inclined metal trough with an 
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Description (continued) 

augur conveyor for moving p i n  or feed, and heavy timber support5 for the first floor. OII' Ole 
~~orthwest comler of the mill house is a small cinder block pump house with a metal-sheathed shed 
root A lane on the nod1 side of the mill house leads westward to a scale house or wveiJ~ station 
oubide the nonunated area. Farflier west is the site of a log cabin formerly associatetl wit21 h e  lam1 
that was nloved in recent decades to Emory, Virginia. The cabin's chimney still stands at the site. 

Integrity Statement 

I'hc Rockwtx)d property possesses good architectural integrity. The Rockwood louse rctains nearly 
all of its historic features, and t h e  rehabilitation underway will be sympathetic to its historic cl~mcter. 
'I'he n~otlcrn sunroom addition detracts Srorrl the integrity of t h e  house, althouh its location to the 
rear nutigates the intrusion; also, it will Likely be retnoved 111 tlie near future. l h c  slnall coinpleii~e~lt 
of domestic outbuildmgs and structures has been depleted over time, but it relains its notable half- 
(lovetail log smokehouse as  well as later building such as the guagt tiat dale to the period of 
signilic;u~cc. As a group the property's many farm buildi~lgs Srom the sccontl quarter oSthc (wentic111 
centuq is almost entirely complete. Post-1955 additions and alterations to the historic fanil h>uildi11&3 
arc relatively few, and those that have k e n  made are in keeping in Soml and material. A few I'm1 

bddings, notably the ca. 1960 and later shop and the c a  1970 cow shed, date to after 1955. An 
unfortunate rcccnt loss is the nineteenth century timber-file barn, whicl~ was tlccn~cd too 
deteriorated tbr praticable stabiliratio11 or rehabilitation. 'The nominated parcel is agicultural in 
chmcter, mostly pasture with some wooded acre*. Surrounding parcels are similar in character. 
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NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Rockwotwl, locaterl in Pulaski County, Virginia, is an outstanding late Greek Revival housc built in 
1871-75 tbr caale dealer Francis Bell Sr. Bell was an innovator in the export of live cattle to Great 
Britain, a lucrative trade he adapted from Canadian precedent. Bell retaincd arclitcct Rol)crt C. 
Burkholtlcr and builder Johul P. Pe~yjolui, boo1 of L)~ichburg, to design and build l i s  brick 
mansion. Notat)le fiuictioiial and dccolah'vc features of the house include windows with iron l'u~tcls 
and louvered awning shutters, a sky-lit stair hall, decorative floorboards, and plaster coniices and 
medallions with acaithus, fruit, and female rarnco motils. The property includes a log sniokchouse 
and a large fan11 co~nplex that supplied food to the nearby Radford Ordnance Works during World 
War 11. The rehabilitation of Rockwood by Bell fanuly descendan& is undenvay. 

Applicable Criteria 

Rockwcx)tl is eligible under Criteria A aid B with swulicance in the area of agiculturc for its 
association with local agicultural innovalor Frank Bell Sr. and for its extensive dairy i:ami, wliclr 
~)rovidcd food for the Radfonl Ordnance Works. The property is also cligible uiidcr Criterion C 
with siglificaice in tlle area of' architecture for tlie quality of design and craftsl~ranslip exhibited by 
thc Rtxkwood housc, specifically the plaster ornamcnl decorative wtxxl aid ironwork, unusual 
fenestration, surviving bracketed balcony, and sky-lit stair hall. The period of sigdc;u~ce exte~ids 
lioiii 1874, thc year constnlction work on Rockwood began, until 1955, encompa~sing thc pcriotl of 
the h i i s  conversion into a dairying operation in the tiiid-tweiitietll century. Rockwcx)tl is eligible at 
thc state level of sijqdicance under Criterion C ant1 at thc local level of significancc untlcr Critcria A 
and B. 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

Historic Context 

Fmlcis Bell Sr. (1820-93, the origirial owner of Rockwood, was a native of Augusta County, \';rjrue 
By the late antebellum period Francis Bell Sr. ellgaged in cattle dealing, work that frequently took 
him tr) Pulaski and Montgomery counties where he had extensive corltact with the Cloyd, McOavock, 
and Kent funilies. 111 1855 he manied Sxdi  James Kent (1824-84). llie daughter of Mo~itgorncq 
County plantation owner James Randall Kent. By the end of 1858 the Bells had nlovetl to Pulaski 
Count): and I))! 1860 they had built a house in the Robins011 Tract area of the county known a 
Mountain Homc. 'The 1860 federal census identilies Bell as a Pulaski County fanner wlio possessed 
$40,000 in real estate and $4,800 111 persoual estate.' 

Frruicis Bell Sr. was one of the l a r ~ s t  landowners in post-bellurn Pulaski County. By 1874 he had 
amassed over 5,000 acres and in 1880 his holdings were recorded as 6,240 acres, t h e  most of any 
Du1)lin area firmer Listed in a business directory of that year. Bell begin to purchasc propcrty rtcar 
Dublin in the early 1870s. According to Bell family ~'c'nealo$st Isabelle Motleslieard Bell, Francir, 
Bell Sr. purchased the land on wluch Rockwood stands from the Darst and Cloyd families in 1872. 
Bell did purchase SIX@ acres from John and Mary Darst in 1871, although county larid tax records 
sumst a different scenario. l11e 1876 tax records show that Hell acquired a 5(i9.5-acrc parcel in I875 
or 1876, 011 which stood a $10,000 unprovcment. '15s undoubtedy indicates Ltie preseucc ol' 
Rockwood, which was built in 1874-75, although how Bell acquired the 569.5 acres is unresolved in 
the deed records.' 

Francis Bell Sr. played a11 important role ul tlic agricultural development of Pulaski County as a11 

innovator in cattle marketing. Cattle raising and droving has a long llistory in the regiou. In his stutl!. 
.Yc,udi w c . ~ ~  V+ak Rahad: Mcxlemkbbn and the Sccbio~al Cn;sis (1 994, historian Kcnneth W. 
Nw notes thiat comniercial cattle droving was a signilicant element in the market economy of 
Soutlwcst Virginia in the nlid-~netecnth century. Droving was dominated by die wcaltliicr planters 
and by what Noc calls "fanner-middlemi assembling large llertls fbr sale." Noc quotes Jamcs Silk 
Huckingt~am, a period ohsewer of a c d c  herd in Pulaski County, to illusbaIe the tlimensions and 
workings of the trade: 

Vast herds of cattle arc driven up hcrc from thc southem and westcm pans of the State-we 
saw as rnany as 600 at least in one tlrove-to be pastured and fatiened for the castem marke~s; 
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Statement of Sigdicance (continued) 

and it is thought to be n~ore  profitable even planting, though capital invcstctl in that 
yields 25 to 30 per cent; but in grazing it is said to realize 50 to 60 per cent, on illc averGc of 
many years running. 

Pdaski County's rich pastures and grain fields, a product of it5 underlying luncstone geoloh~. suited it 
to cattle protluction. In this regart1 it was a version in nuniature of the Kentucky Bluch~as ant1 
Tennessee Nashville Basin regions where limestone lands supported prosperous stock-mising 
operations by tlle late antehellunl period.3 

Pukaski County historian E. Pierce \Nhihnan. urhosc earliest menlories of thc local cattlc intlustn 
tlated to thc 1880s, has written that the oltl practice of drovi~lg was supplanted by rail slup~nc~lt in tllc 
18.50s, and that transporfing live cattle by rail apparently facilitated the developnlent of what was 
tcrmcd the "export cattle trade."Francis Bell Sr., one of the county's largest cattle grazers of tl1e mid- 
1870s, "was thc pioneer of tile export business," accortling to Whitman. A detailctl account of Rcll's 
innovatio~l, ~ t t e n  by his son J. R. K. Bell, appears ul 771e Belly of'the 1 IIeys 01'1 i;Zcir~la (2003) 11y 
Isahellc Moueshead Bell. J. R. K. Bell wrote that his father "conceivcd the idea of expodng cattle to 
Europe alive" and made his f i t  shipment to Liverpool, k@and, in the sununer of 1878. The 
youngcr Hell accompanied the shipment, and Ire tlcscrihed how "our cattle were  take^^ dwgc of by 
our agent and taken to the [liverpooll stock yards ant1 sold UI open con~petition wlt l l  the Scotcll, 
Irish, anti E d s h  cattle, and were considered as line as thc Irish heifers." "After we had shipped 
seved boat loads," Bell continued, "there were posted aJl ahoul signs, Pulasl Beef for sale." Tllc 
cattle may have been slipped from Baltimore; during the period Francis Bell ST, had 1)usincss 
dealinb.j \nil1 Lewis Myers & Co. "Cattle Hrokers" based at Calverton Drove Yards in that city. In 
1879 Bell's contact in Liverpool was & o w  Roddick, "British & Foreign Cattle Salesman."" 

1:rancis Rcll Sr. ayq,arently tierived inspiration for his vcnturc from the Canadian export cattle iratle. 
Bell was assisted in 1is fist shiprnent hy cattle111;ul Wil ian  Miller, who n~ovcd to Pulaski County 
liom Canada in 1877. According to his son, Bell secured Miller's services because therc was "no one 
here tllat had had any experience on the Atlantic with stock." Canadian cattlemen of tile late 
nineleenth ccntuw focusetl on supplying tlle British market, unlike thcir brethren in thc IJnitcd States 
who catered to a large domestic market. According to historian David H. Hreen, " h e  inlportance of 
the trans-Atlantic live caalc trade . . . distulguishcs tllc Canadjan mnge cattle industry from its 
Arnericm ct)unteqxat." A Canada-Pulaski County connection had heen established a b u t  1870 when 
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Statement of Significance (continued) 

a Drapcis Vallcy stockn~an bought a prize-winrli~lg bull in Ontario and had it tlnven the 7(H) nlilcs to 
Pularlj County. l11e oflspring of this bull, nanled Loudowl Duke, were sold to cattlemen tiom thc 
Shewandoah Valley to Tennessee.' 

Francis Bell Sr.'s new enterprise was not witllout risk. In 1878 or 1879 Bell's uninsorcd seco~ltl or 
third cattlc s l i p ~ ~ ~ e n t  was lost at sea. Hell had access to sufticient capital to continue. Ilo\vcvcr. ;u~d it is 
said tl~at a successful speculation soon after his loss more tllan compensated for i t  (An account of the 
spcculatio~~ notes that Bell "had bought most [ofl the cattle in Tazewell County."). R. K. Bell Ixcan~e 
a succcssrul cattleman in his o m  right. He is credited with introducing ale first liertl of pure-l)rctl 
Aberdeen-Arl~ws cattle to lus faml in h e  Robinson Tract area of Pulaski County allout 1890.'' 

Virginia business directories of the era shed additional hght on the context of Francis Bell Sr.'s 
activities. An 1871 directory sugges~s that caule dealing was concenbated in Soutliwcst Virginia and 
particularly in Bland County, wlucli boasted elcve~~ of the thurty-one cattlc dcalcrs listed li)r the sialc. 
(Bland County adjoins Pulaski County on the north.) Francis Hell Sr. was one or three catthe tledcrs 
in tllc Duhlin xca in 1871. An 1880 directory listed Bell as one of six caale dealers in tlre Dublin 
m a .  The 1880 directow also noted that Ute raising offat caule for tlre eastern and foreign markets is 
extensively canied on" in Pulaski County, suggesting t h e  possildity tliat Hell's innovation had hccn 
adopted by other stocknlen. .4n 1893 directory counted ten cattle dealers in Pulaski County Including 
Francis Dell ST. Frank Bell continued his f d ~ c i s  export business, at least until 1897 w11cn 11e shipped 
cattle to Liverpool on die R. M. S. MaJesbr. By the early twentieth century the export cattle h d e  was 
well estahlishcd in Pulaski County. One observer estimated that 5,500 hcatl of cattlc wcrc slupl~cd 
from the county, 2,500 of which were destined for foreign inarkccs.' 

When h e  Bells moved into Rtxkwood, appxently in the summcr of 1875, their family consisted of 
Francis Sr. and Sarah and the yo-st of their two children, Frank born in 1864) and M a ~ y  Louisa 
(Imm in 1861). The oldest children, the twinsJanes Rantiall Kent Bell ant1 Sanmcl Hays Bell, born 
in 1858, enrolled at Washir~gton 8i Lee College in Ixxlngton in 1875. It may be that they lived in cl~e 
newly completed housc ixfore going to college. According to James Otey Hoge Jr., Hell fanlily 
relation James Anriskad Otey lived at Rtxkwood a b u t  1876 while he and Frank Hell aticnded Ole 
Wysorton School in Dublin. The 1880 fetleral cc~~sus lists Francis Sr. and Sarah and their four 
children as n~e~nbers of the sane household, with J. R. and Sam l~elpulg their father with the f m ~ i r ~ g ,  
Mar). L. at home, a ~ d  Frank in school. The 1880 census also provides insight into Francis Bell Sr.'s 
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Statement of Signif~cance (continued) 

farming operation at Rockwotd sllortly after the construction of tl1e house. ' l l~c statistics li)r cattlc 
appear to relate to Bell's export tmdc. In 1879 BeU purcllased eghty cattle, the sat~lc ~mmbcr tllat hc 
solti. The f m  was also stocked with horses, d c l ~  cows, shccp, and swine. A thousand budicls of' 
com wa5 harvested from fifty acres. Rockwood also had an apple orchard with 300 lxari~rg &ccs a ~ d  
a smaller pcach orchard with f@ bcaring trecs." 

Frank Bell manied FJen Gordan "Nellie" Kent (1867-1941) in 1889. At first the couple Iivetl at 
mother lm, but they moved to Rockwood shtlrtly after Francis Sr.'s death and lived here until their 
owl tieatlrs. Two of their children also lived in the house as adults. S d  Kent "Satlie" Bell (1800- 
1980), who never nianied, lived at Rockwood for niost of her life, a ~ d  Samuel Hays Hell I\.' (1901- 
98) livetl therc his entire life. Samuel W s  fmst and sceond wives, V i a  Byrd Pcarcc (191 1-7 1) altl 
Dom Ebcrsole, also lived at Rockwood. In 197.5 Mrs. Sam BeU was a menher of tllc Hoe a ~ d  H o p  
Garden Club and ofthc Pulaski County Chapter of the United Daughters of tlrc Co~lfcderacy. Frank 
Hell's oltier sister Mary Louisa lived at Rockwtmd intenruttently after the death ol her 11uslr;ultl Dr. 
Kent Black in 1909. "Auntie," as Mary Louisa was known, was (leaf, and she conunu~ucatetl with her 
hnuly hy sign imguag~. In addition to these long tern residents, many olher relatives, tlesrenda~ls, 
a ~ d  acquaintances visited Rockwood for extended periods. One was Presbyterian niinister Rev. 
Rokrt (;ray who resided wilt1 the Bells in the early twentieth century.' 

.4$lcultunl statistics from the early twcntietlr ccntwy suggest Rockwood was arro~lg the lirst 
gcncration of' Pulaski County f m s  with largc-scale dairying operations. In t lc 1920s, Pulaski was not 
a major dairy producer co~upared to other counties in Southwest Virginia. In 1924 only one dairy 
famr was reported for tile county, con~parctl to thirtyclgllt in adjacent Montgomc~ County (and 662 
in Rockingham County). hsilagc was not commonly practiced in Pulaski County in the 1920s-Sewcr 
thal ten f m s  wcrc rcported to have silos in 1924. In 1929 a r  industrial dcvclopn~cnt cxpcrt at 
Virginia Tech wrote that "Pulnski County is just txginnhlg to develop the dairy industr)..""' 

It is against this backdrop that the Rockwood daiqing operation was developed. Sam BcU IV is 
txlieved to have lxgun dairy farming at Rockwcxxl soon after he returned to the farm fio~n collcgc in 
1922. 'l'he establishment of the Radford Ordnance Works in 1941 is believed to have been a Sactur 
in the gowth of the Rockwood dairy farm. The rnar-powcr rlceds creakd hy the construction wtl 
o~xration of the "powder plant" added population to the nearby conununitics of Radford and Dublin. 
Radford w a  tlcscribcd in the Richnond press as a k x ) m  town" and the workforce at the Ordnance 
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Wrorks was reported to be 23,1.50 in March 1941. Rockwootl supplietl the immetliatc xra's 
bur~oni r~g  population with dairy products aid other SoodstutTs. .4 1950 IJS(;S nlaj) shows the t h i n  

ham and calf barn, and the mill house and bull barn are thought to have been built shortly 
thereafier." 

'Il~c cxl)ar~sion (&dairy operations at Rnckwood coincided with tlre transition from Frank Rcll, who 
tlietl in December 1939, to his son Samuel Hays Bell IV. San Bell IV lived at Rockwood until iris 
tledr at age ninety-six in 1998. The house now lmlo~tfis to Rockwood Holdi~lgs, LIX, ant1 is in the 
process of rehabilitation by Sarah Kent BlAemore Drurnmond, the great-grandda*ter of Fmlcis 
Hell Sr., ant1 her son Fmlk 0. Dnulmlond 111." 

Architectural Analysis 

Rockwood was designed by I.ynchburg architect Robert Calhoun Burkl~older (182(j-l!)l~B in 187.1.. 
O n  Novc~nbrr 20, 1874, the L~nclll,urfi Ijj&- iulran tl~e Sollowing notice: 

Returned.-Our townsman R. C. Hurkholder, k q . ,  who has k e n  absent several montlrs, 
lilling a contract in Pulaski County, has returned to file city. During his absence Ire has had 
constructed for Mr. Hell of that County prohahly the linest dwelling in Soutllwcstcrn Virginia. 
It cost tlurty tlrousald dollars. 

Architectural listoriar~ Richard H. Ryan h~q studied Burkholdcis career and presented his linhlgs 
in tlre thesis "Rolxrt C. Burkholder of Lynchburg, Virginia: A Typical Victoriam Architect" (1981). 
Ryan tlescrilles Burkholder as "Ljmc11l)uris first full time arclritec~" a1tl he s~~gcs t s  tlr~t "110 otlrcr 
person had as great an effect" on the architectural development of tliat i~nportalt Pietlnlont Vigilria 
city. Architectural historian S. Men Chambers Jr., an authority on tl1e architecture of Iq~~chburg, 
regards Hurkholder as one of the city's leading architects of the post-Civil War ern.'" 

As a young man, probably in the late 1840s. R. C. 13urkhokler traveled to New York to stutly 
arclitecture. The 1850 federal census places 1k11 in Lynchburg, where in Fcl~n~ary 1851 Hurklroltlcr 
and asscxiak J. H. Walker advertised their new "Carpenters Business." Tlreir advertisement in the 
Lpchhwg W@m stated Tach of us . . . went to the city of  New York, and other Northern ~ities 
for the purpose of gaining uhnnatiom in the al)ove l~arned business." Burkholder so011 atlvertisctl 
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himself a5 a "(;cucral Architect" with skill 111 tldting plals for houses, gccnhouscs, ant1 gm1cns. Hy 
1858 he had bra~ctred u ~ t o  the buildu~ supj)hes trade a ~ d  had acquired a plallllg a id  inoldi~~g 11~11. 
Mtcr Ole intemption of Ole Civil War, Burkholdcr resumed manufacturing under a succession of 
names a r t1  patnerslups: Hurkholder and Haltrrclaw's "Sash, Blind and Door Manufactow" (186548), 
chc Lynchburg Plarung 8c Moltling Work9 (1868-1870), Burkholder and Bailey (early 1870s). iuid 
Burkl~older 8c Petlyjolu~ (1870s). In tlie nud-1870s Burkholder soltl lus interest 111 the 11l;uung null 10 

his fornler partner, John P. Pea)ijohn b. 1846), and devoted himself to the tlevelopnlent of his 
arctutectunl practice. Burkholder remained closely associated with retryjohn, who is identilied as the 
builder of Rockwood." 

S. Allen Cha~nhers Jr. describes Jolui P. Pettyjohn as "1,ynchburg's leading builtling conbactor" aid 
"the deal  of Lynchburg builders." Peuyjotn advertised in an 1875-76 Lynchburg tlirectory as a 
c q x n t e r  and builder and as a provider of sash, doors, blinds, and "scroll sawing." He also 1)roduccd 
moltlinp during the mid-1870s. Pettyjolui eanled a reputation as one of L!~lcl~l)urg's 111ost 
~)rogrcssive t)uilders, as  evidenced by his c a  1887 house on Federal Street, one of the city's lirst 
Uuecn Anne-style residences. Presunlably, the doors, window sash and shuucrs, milled omanlent, 
and oher  Rockwood building components were produced at Penyjohn's mill." 

.4nother indiviclual who was apparently involved in Rtxkwood's construction was Samuel A. Bailey 
(d. 1882). Bailey was a partner in the fin11 of Bailey & Lanahm during the antebellunl pcritxl artl has 
t)een described as a leacling 1,yncht)urg builder of his day. He wns Hurklloldcr's partner in I87 1 a l t l  

was still associated with him in 1875, as  revealcti by a mechanics lien recorded in Lyl1chl)urg on 
August 16, 1875, and in Pulaski County two days later. Tllc Lien w a  granted to R. C. Burkkroltlcr & 
Co., comprised of R. C. Burkholder, Sanuel A. Bailey, andJohn P. Pettyjolul "general contractors." 
This im1)ortalt historical document provides a wcalil~ of inli)nnation on thc c<onsti-c~rtion ol. 
Rocliwootl. It reacls in part as follows: 

To work on your House Per contrael: $4,:341.00 
" l Extra Closet: $30.00 
" Shelving I i~ len  Closet: $20 
" Dressing 4,000 reet of W'ahlut Flooring @ (i: $24.00 
" funlislinfi 1 Room in Hard wood: $10.00 
" 3 Hard wood Mantle pieces @ 5: $15.00 
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" Plans fbr the House: $150.00 
" Travelq expenses while making Plan 2 Trips: $20.00 
" P u h g  Iputting] In Sleaperls] and Laying Part of Floor 111 Base~nent Hall: S15.00 
" Travehg expenses to Riclmond: $12.00 
" [traveling expenses to] Baltimore: $18.00 
" rlmount Pd. to Board the Hands about: $350.00 
" [amount paid] for Stone I?] sill: $12.50 
" Dan~ages for delay or failure on your part to provide n~atcrials lor thle work ant1 also ill not 
having the Brick work and plastering fun~ished in reasonable time about: $500.00 

'I'lle lien m attached t o  the Rockwood House anti to one hundred surrounduq acres. '11s lien 
situation rnay explain why the house does not appear in the land tax records until 1876.'" 

T;iking into account the Novcmhcr 1874 newspaper notice aud other inl'ornlation in adtlition to tl~c 
lien, a nurnl~er of things may be sunised. Burkholdeis stay of "several months" in Pulaski Count!. 
lxfore Novenlher 20, 1874, suggests that construction began in the summer. Perhaps h e  contract 
was signed August 16, 1874, a year before Bwkholder resorted to the lien. Bell contracted separately 
for the trickwork and plastering whereas R. C. Rurkholdcr & Co. prcsumal)ly corn~)lctcd Lhc 
carpent~y and finish work with their owl crcw brought up from Lynchburg. (According to tradition, 
the brick was rued on the place, a common practice dutulg the area. Lumps of fu.sed i)rick probably 
asstriated witlr the process have been discovered in the garden area.) Perhaps tlre delay witll h e  
brickwork anti plastering forced R. C. Burbolder 8r Co. to remain in Pulaski County lotlhrr tlwl 
anticipated, or perlmps a lengthy return visit was required between Novemkr 20, 1874, and .4uhwst 
16, 1875. The possible reasons for Hurkllolder's lrips ~o Richmond and Baltimore arc discussctl 
Ixlow. A family tradition concerning Rockwcxxl states that the lost cattle shipment of 1878 or 1879 
prc\~cnted Bell from installing expensive mantels in th~c l~ousc and also alYcctcd li~nlislling plans. 
Perhaps the lien alludes to a change 01- plans that underlies che tradition. The late purclrase of the 
tluee hardwood mantels may represent an inability to purchasc more costly mantels, prcsurnably li)r 
the main Iirst-floor rooms." 

Rockwood shares similarities with onc of R. C. Burkholder's principal dcsigns of the pcriotl, the 
arcllitect's own louse at 203 Cakll St. in the Daniels Hill neigl~borlrood of Lyl~chburg, huilt in 1875. 
Botlr two-stoly brick houses share classically ornamented cornices and projecting bracketed window 
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lintels. In the early twentieth century the Burkt~ohler House received Classical Rcxi\d porch columils 
(coincitlentally paralleling developments at Rockwood), but the original cll;unfercd mtl ~l~oltletl 
~jilasters, which were retained, were virtually identical to h e  posts that sunive on Rockwcml's soritli 
porch. (Presunlably the porch posts of both fw)uses were produced at Peny~ohn's n d . )  111 o v e d  
fonn the two houses are dissimilar-the more modestly scaled Burkholder House ha$ ;ul unusual Y 
foml-but they share the plan elernent of a front enby hall that connects to a central suir hall. 
Rtxkwtxwl ar~d the Burkholder House arc also similar in that they are pretlominately Greek Revival 
in character.'* 

Rockwood also shares certain features witll ;ulotller gand Pulaski Counh residence, the 18.5(i-57 
house lillornl as Spring Dale. Thus monumentally scaled Greek Revival house has a plaster conlicc 
llrat is very similar to the cornices in Rockwooti. The Spring Dale cornice features altenrating t l od  
and cxtoucl~e onlamenh attached to a deep cove, the same basic m w m e n t  anti tluee- 
tlirriensional effect as at Rt~kwond and one that is relatively rare in pul~lishetl cx:unples of ~nitl- 
nuleteenth cerlhuy Greek Revival houses. (The closest parallel discovered by the author is tltc 1857 
.James Gaficr Jr. House in New Orleans.) 'hat  two Pulaslu Courity houses shoultl share such a 
feature suggcsls nrore &an coincidence. At the very least it seems that Francis Bell Sr. would lrave 
been inspired by Spring Dale. Beyond that is thc possibility that tlle sxnc plaqtercr was involvetl in 
the decorntio~l of the nvo liouses, or that the plaster omarnents were ordcred fro111 the same supplier. 
Shop-cast plaster ornaments were produced at many urban worhhops in the Iinitetl States and 
kluropc, slipped in sections, arid reassembled and installed at the building site. It may be tliat R. C. 
Burkholder's hip to Baltimore in 1874 (or 1875) involved the selection or purclrwc of plaster 
ornament. Sanuel Hays Bell K (b. 1901) clairned that the plaster ornament was rilade or installctl by 
Italian claflsmen. Farnily papers inclutle a receipt for $660 paid to one R. I.. H;unt)rick for tllc 
plastering ol' the house.'" 

Other decorative features of Rockwtxxl that were not locally protluced arc its iron wintlow lintels. 
These are conlprised of ornate cast iron crestings above galvanized sheet iron ental~latures ant1 
brackets. The process of galvanizing sheet iron-coating it with a layer of corrosion-resistant zinc-was 
perfected ui the 1830s and had kcornc cornmoii in America by tlie 1850s. Historians Margot Gaylr 
and David W. Look note that "many window and door lintels that from a distance appear to be slonc 
or wood are pressed sheet metal, often coated with zinc." Galvanized sheet nletal was liditer and 
easier to install tlrm cast iron ald atone, and by tlle early 1870s inanuSacturers on'eretl a wide range of 
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Any one of the nunlerous mandacturers of architectural cast and gdviulized irorl may lrave provitlcd 
window lintels for Rockwwl, but one foundry in particular stands out as a cantlidate. 11is  is thie 
Ridunond Architectural Ironwork$ of Asa Snydcr. In the early 1870s Snydcr e~nployed sc\,cnt?.-li\r 
workers 111 tllc production of iron bddi11g components, which were shipped thuougliout \.irgi~ua ;u~d 
North Carolina. An 1884 Richmond promotional publication listed among the company's prcducts 
"arclitcctwd castings of all kinds for building purposes, together with varied and beautiful galvanized 
iron products, artistic and light, but strong and durable fbr cornices, steeples, window work ant1 
builtliulgs of dl bids." An 1874 Richnlo~id newspaper article idenu~es Snyder's lou~wln as tlic 
manufacturer of an "iron front and galvanized conuce for a large store in Lynchburg." S. Allen 
Chambers helieves this store was the 1873 Lynch House hotel and commercial building, which he 
attributes to R. C. Rurkholder. Thc connections Chambers makcs betwccn tlic Richrnonti 
Arclutcctural Iron Works and Burkl~older suggest the possibility that the Riclunonti fin11 supplicd 
the ironwork for Rockwood. This could explain R. C. Burlholder's hip to Richmon(l." 

Decorative ironwork also appears in the fonn of cast iron brackets u~ider t l~e balcony at tlic soutliwest 
comer. 7'licse brackets, five in number, have a delicate foliated form that is very close in appcar;uicc 
to brackets under a balcony on the Alexander-Withrow Builrlmg in Lexington, believetl to havc txcn 
added in tile 18.50s. A coUection of brackets identical LO those under the southwest lralcolly sunive in 
storagc on t l~e  property. These likely supportetl lrdconics that once flanked thc original li.ont entry 
porch, onto which the window/doors of the soutlleat and nonhcaqt parlors opened (anotlier balcony 
may have cxtcntled along the n o d l  eledo11). For here to have lxen balconies d these locations, 
unconriectcd to the fmnt and south sidc porches, sugges~~ the desire to have t l~e  convenience ofa full- 
facade fr011t porch without the imposition on privacy. The ulicovered balconies adrrlittcd more lidit 
to tlic interior, also a consideration with t l~e skylight over tlic stair l rd .  Converscly, tlie awning 
shutters at the tops of the wuidows sewed to fdter wit. The nloddalion of light at Rockwtd,  the 
presence and former presence of balconies, and the lavish use of irou and plaster on~a~nen t  all 
conhibute to the arcllitectural sophistication of the h o u s ~ . ~  

According to  Isabelle Motiesheard Bell, citing dornntion from Samuel Hays Bell N, Rtxkwtxxl's 
Classical Revival porch was added ca. 1912, and a historical account by S d  Kent Blakemorc 
Drut~mmond pro~~oses a date ofca. 1910. Thc porch appears UI a photoppli  dated ca. 1916 in Well's 
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book. 'llie large inscription "Painted May 1!)15" under the preexisting south porch may rclrr to tlrc 
original painting of the added porch and rnay thiereforc indicate its period of construction."' 

Tlre arcllitectural characteristics of the dairy farm at R o c k w d  also deserve discussion. These are 
conventional in foml for their place in time. The gambrel roof form of four of the banis was star~dard 
throughout ch1e nation by tl~e mid-twentieth cenhuy, for it was well suitcd to light ~iailctl l ' r a~~e  
construction and it created unintempted hay mow space. Agricultural writers of thc ern stressetl the 
imlwrtancc of ventilab'on and hygiene, considedons in the design of the Rockwood tiairy bani and 
tile use of easily cleaned cinder block construction in most ofthe buildqg.. One dairy expert, writing 
in the early 1940s, suggested placing the nlilk house on one side of the ban1 arld the silos on h e  ollicr 
side, the approach used in the Rockwood daiq bam. Side silo placenlent had the adtleti adwitagv of' 
allowing tlic barn to be extended at the ends, certainly a consideration at Rockwood wlrere the dairy 
barn was extended two times. The four silos thd sunive on the farm illushale llle rmgr of concrete 
constn~clion nlethods available during tlic period. According to Sarn Bell V, builtlcrs involvcd in tlic 
construction oftlie bans included Will \Wieelug and Estelle Mabp." 

Architect''Builder (continued) 

I3urkl1oldcr, Rolxrt Cdlioun (architect) 
Pett>john,Jolu~ P. 0)uilder) 
Bzuley, Samuel A. builder) 
Hambrick, R. L. (plasterer) 
Wliceli~~g, Will 0)uildcr) 
Mabg, Estelle builder) 

Endnotes 

1. Bell, Bclh of die Vdeys of' Kigii;4 11-19. Sevcrd Francis Bells u c  associated with R t x k w d .  
For the sake of silnlplicity, a systerri devised by l)iograpllcr James Otey Hoge Jr. is used to tlistqpish 
among them. Francis Hell the Grst (1820-93) is referred to as Francis Hell Sr. His son Francis chic 
second (1864-1939) is referred to as Frank Hell and his grandson Francis thc third (1894-1963) is 
rel'erred to as Francis Jr. (Hoge, Dimes ollanes Annistead Oiey, 889). 
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2. Ibid., 23-21, 8% Cllakigrle, Cl~ata&iek i'hgiua Busi~iess D$ecto~yanrl (>azettrer, I##(kKl. 1.35. .4 
granddaughter of Fmlcis Bell Sr. has proposed that the name "Rockwood" derives Sronl tllc presence 
of rocks in the woods near the house (Black, " Rockwood'"). 

3. Noe, .Souo'~~vesi lugiu>ij. Rdrr , l  36-37; Gray, HI:FIOV of Agncdture I ~ I  the .So:ot1//1e171 I >II/c(/ 

,Sta/es lo 1860 Kol. 2), 837-838. 

4. W h a n ,  Pulnki G)unp: A Adecbon co/~A~t~cles, 44-4.5; Bell, Beds of the Vdeys of  Wu;?, 
96-97;  SIN^, The Land that is PWavki County, 302; Worhsam et al, "Pulaski County Heritage 
Conservation Study," 42, ii0; C~orge Roddick to Francis Bell, July 31, 1870, in Bell Sa~lily 
correspondence; Bell fanlily correspondence in the possession ol'tlle present owlcr. 

5.  I3eU, Beds of the b'deys of V i a ,  96-97: Breen, Chadian R-aire West and /he Rancl~i'g 
Fmnrier, 665; W t m m ,  Pulash County A Collec~bn ofAdcIes, 45. 

6. W%itnlan. PuJa.5.b COUII~,: A CoUecLi>r~ of A~~cles, 4.2.; Hell, 13eLs of the Vd/ej:s of I ?rg~iiii, 75. 
01-92. 96-99. 

7. Andrew Boyd & Co., fi@a State I3usines.s Dliecto~y, 1871-72, 216; Chataigne, Cl~at&ne:s 
V@II> Business Directory and GazeUeer, 1880-8I. 432, 434; Cha+e, LXa/&me's V ' a  
(k;uefft, ar~rl C/;fssified Bu.su~e.ss Direcloo; /#,T5-94, 1041; Bell, Bell? o f d ~ r  t'dc!:s of Pkpi~ia.  8:3- 
81; Pdaki Li)ur~h; I bgiua: '4 His~oni. ;u~d Dcscnj~bi'e ,);(.etc/~, 34. 

8. Rell, Be/Ls o f d ~ e  Vdcys of V i a ,  65; Hogc, Dimes ofJarne.9 M s t e a d  Otey, 20. The 1880 
h n ~  statistics arc tlivided between two h l s ,  proba1)ly Rockwocxl and Mountain Home. In aJune 
1875 lcncr Sarah Bell's sister Inuisa Kent Otry wrotc to Sarah that "you will stx)rl 1)c in youlrl rrcw 
house and have some nlore cornfort" (Bell Sanily correspontlence). 

9. Hell, &.Us of /he Vdeys of  C ' i i a ,  78-81. 10.5; Hogc, Dime.? ofJmc.~ Armistearl Oley, 20, 58, 
60,232,262; Hlack, "' Rockwood.'" 
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I I .  Sarah Dru~lunond, Frank Dnr~imlond, Francis Bell, and Samuel Hays Hcll 1. pcrso~ral 
communication; Riilu~~ond Mws Leader, Jannuar). 12 and Febmaq 5, 1941: . S O I I I ~ I I < ~ ~ I  ~ Y I I I L ' S .  
March 23, 1!)41; Radford, Va., 19.50 1:6%?500 USGS map (from aerial photos taken in 11149). Saniuel 
Hays Bell V, lwrn in 1949, notes that the nlill 11ouse was in existence as Par back as ile can 
remember. He also sugests tlic original part of the dairy ban1 may have been built in thc 1920s or 
1930s, althougi~ its cinder block construction would suggest an oiejllal date of construction probal)ly 
no  earlier than the late 1930s. 

12. .Souffirvest Tir~es, December 21, 1!)39. 

13. Ryan, "Rolxrt C. Burkliolder," 1, 6.5, Appendix W ;  WeUs and Dalton, '/Kc Vi'wiui Arrfuiec~s, 
ii.5, ,56; Chlamkrs, I.pchbwg 131. 

14. Ryan, "Rober~ C. Burkholder," 4-10; Bell, Brh of'ffir i kflejs of1 ii6il1i2. XI). 

15. Chamhmn, IJyor/1hq, 22.5, 293; Ryan, %olxrt C. Rwkllolder," 8-10; I,wc/ibr~~g PTwniai, 
Jann;uy 1, 1875. 

16. Chambers, Ljnchbug 213; Ryan, "Robcrt C. Hurklloldcr," 8-10; Pulrrski County Deed Book (j 1). 
254. 

17. ReU, Bells oflhe Vdeys oo/'V5g~mk, 40,89,91-92; Black, "'Rockwood.'" 

18. Chanl)ers, I<CTIC/IDII~~ 246-247; Ryan, "Robcrt C. 13urkholdcr," 33-35, platcs i J  ;uld 12. Work on 
the Hurkholder House may have commenced in 187i. l'he involvement of' Hurkholder, Pell)jolu~, 
and Bailey with Rtxkwotxl may have a hxari~lg on research into Ole unknown arclutcct ;uld h)ullder of 
dre nearby New Dublin Presbyterian Chwclr, built or extensively remodeled in 187.5, and ih 1874 
nlulse. New Dublin Church features a rose window with a wooden-spoked wagon wliccl fonn that is 
si~nilar to a rose window in the tower of Lynchhurg's Court Street Baptist Church, desigletl by R. C. 
13urkholder in 1879 (Chambers, Lynchburg 243-24.1.; Pezoni, "New Dublin Pres1)yterian Church"). 
The Bell I ' d y  attended New Dublin Clmrch. 

19. Samuel Hays Bell V personal conununication; Pulice, "Spring Dale;" Black, "' Rockwood;'" Lane, 
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Arcluiect[lre of'/l~e Old .fou/l~, 2!)8-299; "Ornamental Plastcr Tmtle." In 1878-79 John P. Pett)jolul 
sul)contracted the plaster and stucco work for Lynclbur$s Opera House to tllc T i l l  of Dollcr& K: 
Black (Chambers, Ljmrhhurg; 225). The Hambrick receipt could not bc locatetl when (Ile 
nonination was in p r e p d o ~ i .  On January 2, 187.5, Sarah Kent reported to her husband that she 
had received a letter from the f m  of Wilson Kc Palmer (Bell family correspondenrcl). It is 
conceivable thttlat this f i n  included George Palmer, who organized the Holston Salt Kc Plaster Co. in 
Saltville, Smyth Co., in 1868. 

20. Chyle and Look, "A Historical Survey of Metals," 1.5, 20. Rockwood's window sasll weights may 
have been niade locally. In a letter to her husband datedJanuaq 2, 1875, Saral~ Bell ~nentioncd that 
Francis had received a letter from the "Snowvillc factory proposing to funlish your sash weigllts for 
the new hou.sen (Hell family correspondence). This factory was the Ammen Bill & Co. foundry in 
S n o d e ,  whlch supplied the region with a rmge of cast iron articles in Ole 1870s. A 1irel~;ick in thc 
New Dublin Presbyterian Churcll manse, b d t  near Rockwood in 1874, was cast in Snouqille 
(Pezzoni, "New Dublin Presbyterian Churchn). 

21. Chambers, L~~~cl~hurg  229230; Wilthrop, Cat and Wroug.h< 811, 91 .  Anotllrr, srnallcr 
Richnlond architectunl ironworks of h e  1870s period was tlle foundry of U'illiarn B. Cook 
(Withrop, Cat and Wrought 86,91). 

22. 1,yle and Simpson, Arrh/ccchvc d'His/oni. Lemigton, 51, Ii2; Bell, Hcfiq of /~JCC VaUeys of' 
V w i a ,  89. 

23. Bell, i l d s  offie I ;~UCJ'S of 1 >pi&, 91, $12, 136; Drur~unond, Historical account 01' Rockwootl. 

24. Samuel Hays Bell V personal communication; Krueger, "Farnl Shuctures and Equipment," 285; 
Cook, "Conshuctio~l of Barns," 248-251. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Tlie nol~lulated area is portrayed on the 1 :200-scale map tllat accompanies the ~lo~nitiation. 

Boundary Justification 

The lx,untlaries ofthe nominated area correspond to the present (outer) bou~ldarics ofthie six 
parcels that comprise the historic core of the Rockwood Sam). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

1 .l. Suljcct: Rockwtd ( m e  for all photos) 
2. Incation: Pula5ki Co., Va (same for all photos) 
3. Photognpllcr: J. Daniel Peuoni (same for all photos) 
4. Photo date: September 2001 (same for all photos) 
5. Oriljlal negative archived at the Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, Va. (same for all pllotos) 
6. Descriptio~l of view: Rockwood house, east elevation. View looking west. 
7. Photograph number appears at beginning of entry (sane for all photos) 

2.6. Rockwood house and smokehouse, south a ld  west elevations. View lookmg northeast. 

3.6. Pri~lcipal stair as viewed from second-floor hall. 

.4.6. Fist-floor northeast parlor with1 ornan~ental plaster ceiling nledallio~l and cornice. 

5.6. Bull barn in forepound with dairy barn beyond. View looking north. 

6.6. View looki~lg cast with Rockwood house in center distancc (mostly obscured hy trees), con1 crib and wagon 
shelter on the nght, spnnghouse in swale at center, and (from right to left on the left) drop, milking parlor wing of 
the dairy barn, and (beyond the milking parlor) the roof of tile calf bml. 
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